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When a highway
could have torn
through Downtown
Nashville, it was time
to speak up.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the 1990s, Nashville’s Downtown may have been named a historic district, but it wasn’t the bustling, honky tonk mecca it is today. South of the major street Nashville is now known for, Lower Broadway, there wasn’t a whole lot going on.Some thought a highway seemed like a great solution to fill that South Broadway area and cut off Downtown from yet another unwanted part of the city. Activists, architects, and other community members came together in the late 1990s to say: wait a second, this doesn’t seem like a great idea—there’s a lot of potential here (you saw that view). Highways were also synonymous with destroying neighborhoods in Nashville. I-40 ruined the Jefferson Street community in North Nashville, and the Ellington Parkway/Spring Street Junction ripped through East Nashville—notably both historically Black neighborhoods as well.



The Nashville Urban Design 
Forum was established to bring 
public debate to the development 
of the city.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More than simply protesting a highway, this group of civic advocates formed the Nashville Urban Design Forum to bring public debate to the development of the city



c

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This changed the way we thought about planning cities. The group of leaders stopped the highway and envisioned a boulevard instead. Afterwards, they were encouraged to formalize into a nonprofit called the Nashville Civic Design Center. Not only do we continue to lead public debate through monthly Urban Design Forums, but we are dedicated to setting standards for community involvement so that our spaces reflect our people, history and culture.





Our Mission

is to advocate for civic design visions and actionable change 
in communities to improve quality of life for all.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
That’s why our mission is to advocate for civic design visions and actionable change in communities to improve quality of life for all. 



Focus Areas
• Education & Advocacy
• Shaping Healthy 

Communities
• Mobility & Land-Use
• Reclaiming Public Space

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We live out our mission through 4 focus areas. Education & Advocacy, Health, Mobility, and Public Space. We still have the best pulse on Nashville’s built environment, but we advocate for fields of design, planning and development in all Southern cities to be more community centric. We use education, visioning, engagement, and physical installations to make sure the people are aware and involved in the public debate happening in our communities.





















“Only Connect”
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Tacticalurbanism.org



www.civicdesigncenter.org

CONTACT ME
gary@civicdesigncenter.org
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