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April 9, 2008    
Florida TaxWatch Supports Legislation Clarifying the Constitutional Role of the Clerk of the Circuit Court As County Auditor In Order to Help Improve Local Government Accountability for Florida Taxpayers 

 

Florida TaxWatch today released a Briefing relating to a pair of bills, SB 640 and HB 399, that designate the clerk of the circuit court as the “county auditor” in most counties.  The Briefing, Clarifying the Constitutional Role of the Clerk of the Court As County Auditor Will Help Improve Local Government Accountability for Florida Taxpayers, was released this afternoon at a hearing of the Senate Community Affairs Committee discussing SB 640.  Dominic M. Calabro, President and CEO of Florida TaxWatch, testified on the findings of the Briefing at the hearing.

 “Without clarification of the long-understood role of the clerks as the institutional check on the people’s money controlled by local governments, Floridians may be deprived of any independent oversight of county spending and be left with a system where only internal auditors oversee county spending and revenue practices,” explained Calabro.  “This will likely result in the perilous situation described by the old adage where the “fox is watching the [taxpayer’s] henhouse,” where costly patronage, conflicts of interest, and inefficiencies in local government could go undetected and undeterred.” 

Historically, the clerks have performed the role of auditor under constitutional and statutory authority.  The pending legislation seeks to clarify the clerk’s role as the county auditor and explicitly requires that the clerk shall prepare the annual financial report of the county and may perform such reviews and tests as necessary to determine the adequacy of internal controls and compliance with contracts, applicable laws, and rules.  The Briefing concludes that; “SB 640 and HB 399 would provide that clarity without expanding the current practices of the clerks in non-charter counties; these bills do not extend any authority for clerks to perform performance audits of county operations or provide the ability or in any way relate to authority over other county constitutional officers.” 

The full report is attached and is available at www.FloridaTaxWatch.org.
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